
1.  Name  Rhona Alexander 

  

Church  Woodlawn Faith 

  

Ethnicity  African/African American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and 
ministry is  

My passion for mission and ministry is to use my skills and talents to serve 
others in such a way that increases the kingdom of God. 
 
  

My prayer for the United Methodist 
Church is  

My prayer is that we learn to love one another past our differences and without 
judgement 

Please provide a brief biography. Include any positions in the local church, District or Conference and indicate 
past or present.  

Rhona Alexander is the founder and owner of RTA Associates LLC, a company offering full payroll processing and 
accounting/bookkeeping services to small and medium size businesses as well as faith base communities. 
 
Rhona has a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Management with over 20 years of professional experience in the 
nonprofit sector. Specifically, her background includes membership management, marketing, and financial 
management. 
Throughout her professional career, Rhona worked for major organizations including National Committee to Preserve 
Social Security and Medicare as a Marketing Analysis, Association of International Educators, (NAFSA) as Assistant 
Membership Director, and on the Executive staff of AARP. 
 
Rhona has a passion to serve and has worked and volunteered in various leadership roles: She served on the Board of 
United Community, (UC) (formerly known as United Community Ministries). She is currently on the Emeritus board with 
UC. Rhona is a former Treasurer for United Methodist Women for Alexandria District. She also serves as District Lay 
Member 
at-Large for Virginia Conference and has been nominated to serve on the CFA Committee of the VA conference. Rhona 
held many leadership roles at her home church including Finance Chair. She currently provides Finance Management 
services to a non-profit organization. 
 
She is a mother of two wonderful adult children and enjoys going to the movies, family vacations, and the theater. She 
believes “to whom much is given, much is required.” 

 
 

 

 



2. Name  Maureen Allison 

  

Church  St. Stephen's United Methodist 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and 
ministry is  

My passion is for making the world a better place for children locally and 
globally. I believe in social justice causes and showing God's love through my 
words and actions. I believe God's love is open to all and we need to minister to 
the least, the last, and the lost. 

My prayer for the United Methodist 
Church is  

I am a lifelong United Methodist and I pray that our denomination can stay 
united. I pray for understanding and compassion among its members. I want 
the UMC to continue making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include any positions in the local church, District or Conference and indicate 
past or present.  

I currently work with the 3rd - 6th graders in my church in a monthly mission oriented group as well as serving on the 
nominations committee. I work at the Alexandria district office as the administrative assistant. I was a local church 
administrator for 14 years and served as a delegate to Annual Conference in 2018-2020. I have worked with children and 
youth in my church in such functions as Sunday school teacher, VBS volunteer, confirmation mentor, and as the 
children's ministry frog mascot! I have been trained as a Certified Disaster Response team member and attended the 
UMCOR SEJ Disaster Response Academy. I have gone on 6 UMVIM mission trips to Sierra Leone and the Dominican 
Republic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3. Name  Jennifer Altobello-Deschanel 

  

Church  Christ Church 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and ministry is  My passion lies in community, empathy, and testimony. Connecting 
people to their personal stories is what generates connection and 
hope. The disciples spread the good word through their testimonies 
so it is my passion to help people understand that they have a duty to 
their faith to find their story, connect to it, live unashamed of it.... and 
then share the work God is doing in them with others. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

My prayer is for a fully trauma-informed church. One that and breaks 
down the walls of stigma and mental illness and fully welomes the 
least, last, lonely, and lost into their fold. One that is well equipt and 
ready to understand how to pastor people--of all experiences and 
backgrounds-- through crisis on all levels. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

Alpha Director, Christ Church (Current) 
AlphaUSA Hub Director, AlphaUSA via Christ Church (Current) 
Celebrate Recovery Ministry Team Leader, Christ Church (Current) 
Online Campus Host, Christ Church (Current) 
Co-Host, "Living it Out" Christ Church's weekly Facebook Live sermon 
recap (Current) 
Certified Canidate for Licensed and Ordained Ministry, UMC (Current) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4. Name  Francis Amankwah 

  

Church  Ghana Wesley 

  

Ethnicity  African/African American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and ministry is  To lead by example and guide others in a deeper understanding of 
what it means to walk personally with Jesus Christ. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

That God will help us discern His will and timing. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

Current: 
Local Church Position: Member, SPPRC 
District Position: Associate Lay Leader 
 
Former: 
Local: Assistant Lay Leader, Vice Council Chair, SPPRC Chair 
District: Lay Member-At-Large, Annual Conference 2016; Lay Member-
At-Large, Annual Conference 2017; Lay Member-At-Large, Annual 
Conference 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5. Name  Carolyn Andrukonis 

  

Church  St. Matthew's UMC 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and 
ministry is  

My passion and mission and ministry is to be a disciple of Jesus to share his 
love and caring with everyone no matter who they are, where they're from, what 
they believe, or who they love. I want to be Jesus's disciple who cares for his 
children by feeding, clothing, consoling, educating, and loving. I want to be 
Jesus's disciple by sharing his story and help to grow the church so we can 
grow his missions and ability to care for all his sheep. 

My prayer for the United Methodist 
Church is  

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is to remain united as a church so 
we can continue to care for those who need help locally, in America, and 
globally. I pray that the church can find a way forward where those who believe 
that everyone, no matter who they love, can share and participate in all aspects 
of the life of the church and discipleship of Jesus. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include any positions in the local church, District or Conference and indicate 
past or present.  

I have been a member of St. Matthew's UMC since confirmation around 1977. I have been a lay leader for the past 2 
years. During this time, with our other Lay Leader Karen Chevalier, after the 2019 UMC General Conference, we held an 
informational session for St. Matthew's to understand the issues with UMC acceptance of LGBTQ, we began a Way 
Forward Sunday school class to educate our congregation and to work on ways to make St. Matthew's more inclusive, 
we worked to find ways to make St. Matthew's more welcoming. The class evolved into studying racism to enable us to 
understand the history, the impact, and how to change our world. 
 
I am also a co-leader in St. Matthew's drive thru grocery ministry that has served over 2,800 households, more than 
10,000 individuals, with grocery or gas gift cards, bags of groceries, feminine products, diapers, and now children's 
books. This ministry was a COVID modification of an existing ministry that has grown since we began last March. 
 
I have served on Children's ministry, Finance committee, Hypothermia mission, ASP, Sunday School teacher, am a 
member of UMW, and completed 3 discipleship classes. 
 
I am married with 3 grown children and one absolutely perfect 3 year old grandchild. I retired in 2017 from a 35 year 
career as a Systems Engineer with Raytheon. I am a Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) in Fairfax County 
Virginia, volunteering as an advocate for children in the court system. I also love to travel, garden, cook, and sew. I am 
passionate that everyone is created in God's image and loved by him for who they are. 

 



 

6. Name  Deb Angerman 

  

Church  St. Thomas - Haymarket Church 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and 
ministry is  

My passion for Mission and Ministry is with young people - both youth and 
young adults. I fervently believe that youth are not the church of tomorrow. 
They are the church today, and when given the right opportunities, can lead the 
way in making disciples for the transformation of the world. I also feel called to 
teach and preach the Word of God. 

My prayer for the United Methodist 
Church is  

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is that we can find a way to 
authentically live into our vision statement of open doors, open hearts, and 
open minds. I am also praying that we are open to learning how to be the 
church both during and after this pandemic. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include any positions in the local church, District or Conference and indicate 
past or present.  

I am the Alexandria District Youth Coordinator and was an active member and leader of the Bi-District Youth Council for 
fifteen years. I served as the full-time Director of Youth & Discipleship for 13 years at Sudley UMC, and currently serve 
as a confirmation mentor and adult volunteer on the Student Ministry leadership team at Haymarket Church. I am a 
certified lay servant for VAUMC and as an UMVIM team leader I have taken five teams of teenagers to Costa Rica and 
one team to El Salvador. I love studying scripture with others, leading small group Bible Studies, introducing people to 
the living Christ and watching the Holy Spirit work! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

7. Name  Dennis Arthur 

  

Church  New Life International UMC Fairfax Va 

  

Ethnicity  African/African American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and 
ministry is  

My love for Christ. 

My prayer for the United Methodist 
Church is  

That we continue to grow in the teachings of Christ. Love one another as we 
evangelize and reach out to our communities. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include any positions in the local church, District or Conference and indicate 
past or present.  

Born and raised in Ghana, I grew up as a methodist and gladly profess the great news of Christ. As a young boy I was 
active with children's service and engaged in Bible quiz and other competitions from sword drill to singing. I went on to 
be an active member of the youth ministry which I became the president prior to relocating to USA. 
 
Here in the USA worshiped with Ghana Wesley UMC in Arlington prior and later to woodbridge va. I took pleasure in 
playing the drums during church services and also held the position of the president of the Young Adult Group. 
 
I moved on to work with Reverend John Obeng to help sart up New Life International UMC. During my time with New 
Life I have held the position of Outreach Chair and currently the Worship Chair and the Praise team coordinator. I also 
pride my self as a member of the men's fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8. Name  Scott Bach-Hansen 

  

Church  St. Matthew's 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and 
ministry is  

I am focused on Seniors at risk as a Certified Lay Servant within the Alexandria 
District since 2013, I have led worship services for seniors at risk at Lincolnia 
Senior Residence. I have also enjoyed my role in Men's Ministry as a United 
Methodist Men's Ministry Specialist in helping local churches grow their Men's 
Ministry programs. I am also passionate about serving those that are the least 
of these through the Hypothermia Mission Relief Program since 2001 and am 
proud to be a Team Leader in this mission program. 

My prayer for the United Methodist 
Church is  

I pray that we as a church denomination can find common ground to serve the 
communities and the people within them regardless of race, gender, age, or 
sexual orientation. The Jesus that I love and serve, loves all his children. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include any positions in the local church, District or Conference and indicate 
past or present.  

South Carolina (Greenville District) - (2006-2011) 
- District UMM President (and local church UMM President) 
- Men's Ministry Specialist 
- Lay Speaker 
- Allendale Mission Project _ Chairperson 
- Awarded UMM Man of the Year for Mission project 
- SPRC Chairperson 
- Delegate to Annual Conference (2008-2011) 
 
Virginia Annual Conference (Alexandria District) - (2000-2005) & (2012 - present) 
- Certified Lay Servant Minister (2013 - present) 
- SPRC Chairperson (2013 - 2015) 
- Early Response Team (UMVIM) - (2012- 2015) 
- Lay Delegate to Annual Conference (2012 - 2017) & (Alternate 2018 - present) 
- UMM (2000 - present) 
- Sunday School Teacher (2012 - present) 
- Hypothermia Mission Project Team Leader (2001 - present) 
- Usher (2000- present) 
- Currently enrolled at Wesley Theological Seminary (MDiv) 
- Candidate for Ministry within the Virginia Annual Conference 

 



 

9. Name  Brian Bachrach 

  

Church  Christ Church 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and ministry is  Youth and Young Adult ministry. I believe that we as a church need to 
be investing in our young leaders. Teaching, mentoring and being 
mentored by them. 
I believe that the church should be a place for everyone. No matter 
age race or gender. 
I believe that new ways to worship together in this season are 
necessary. That all can worship together no matter where we are. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

To welcome everyone no matter age race or gender. 
I pray that no matter what happens in the next few years that we 
continue to love one another. 
I pray that the church will stand up to hate and bigotry and that hate 
and bigotry will have no place in our churches. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

I am the Technical Ministry Leader at Christ Church where I oversee all 
lighting, sound, slides/graphics, streaming and recording. I currently 
serve on District Superintendency Committee, the Conference Board 
of Communications and the Conference Council on Youth Ministries. I 
have also helped with the tech for Annual conference for the past 7 
years, including the October 31st Virtual Annual Conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

10. Name  Leo Bonner 

  

Church  Cokesbury UMC 

  

Ethnicity  African/African American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and ministry is  T0 serve the people of all ages, ethnicity's, with their associated 
strengths and areas needing further growth. I particularly enjoy 
working with really young children and adolescents. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

Remain commited to living and serving all the people. I would love to 
see one United Methodist Church that includes denominations of the 
AME Zion and CME branches. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

I am in my second year of service as the lay leader for Cokesbury. 
When we had in person services, I was responsible for training 
acolytes for Sunday Services and was chair for the Safe Sanctuary 
Committee. Finally I was a member of the Nursery Commitee for the 
church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

11. Name  Artemus Brown 

  

Church  Dumfries 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and ministry is  Local, National & international missions 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

Bring soles to Christ 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

Head of counting team 
Past member of the trustees 
Five national mission trips 
Two international mission trips 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

12. Name  Pat Brown 

  

Church  St. Thomas UMC 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and 
ministry is  

My passion for mission and ministry is to serve wherever needed and however 
possible in this unique time. As our lives have changed drastically, and 
probably will continue to do so, the capacity for creatively continuing to be 
servants has impressed me so much. I hope to be a positive contributor as we 
participate in worship, in Sunday School, and in small groups albeit in a 
different way. 

My prayer for the United Methodist 
Church is  

I pray that we will build on the positive ways that we have found to worship and 
serve and continue to love and respect all who love the Lord and reach out to 
those who don't yet know the Good News. Our focus now should be on those 
who are suffering in this time of crisis. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include any positions in the local church, District or Conference and indicate 
past or present.  

I currently serve on SPRC, am an associate Lay Leader, and am part of the Ignite Team , (responsible for overseeing the 
implementation of our Strategic Plan), and co-lead our small group. At Annual Conference this year I served as one of 
the District's At-Large Delegates. As one of our office volunteers I have been working to update our membership files - 
something that hadn't been done for many years. In the past, I have participated in mission trips, volunteered in our 
Food Pantry, directed summer music camps, and served as Lay Delegate to Annual Conference. I have been a member 
at St. Thomas since 1971. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

13. Name  JOHN CARTER 

  

Church  Fairfax 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and 
ministry is  

Mission work. I completed a week in Costa Rica in 2019 with my daughters. 
Fairfax UMC is being very intentional about connecting with the local 
community in the City of Fairfax. I'm enjoying being involved in that community 
outreach and missional ministry. 

My prayer for the United Methodist 
Church is  

 
My prayer for the United Methodist Church is that we all learn to get along as 
God's children and put our differences behind us. Put God first and a pathway 
will be opened under God's guidance. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include any positions in the local church, District or Conference and indicate 
past or present.  

Annual conference representative 8 times in the last 15 years. I've always enjoyed annual conference and enjoyed 
seeing people from all over the Commonwealth that I don't otherwise have an opportunity to keep up with, especially my 
Uncle Dr. John Clarke from Virginia Beach who attended annual conference for many years. We talked recently that 
starting with my grandfather, Rev A.B. Clarke, that someone from our family had been going to annual conference for 
over 100 years. I occasionally go to Annual conference as an observer, especially when it is in Tidewater where I would 
stay with my mother in Newport News. I find annual conference very stimulating and I especially love the excellent 
preaching! 
 
I've served many years on the Fairfax UMC Staff Parish committee and church council. Also, I have served on property 
committee. I'm a member of UMM, and often went to Blackstone in the fall and I am the Scouting liaison for our Boy 
Scout Troop and Pack at Fairfax UMC. 
 
Professionally I've been a practicing solo attorney in Fairfax City for almost 30 years. I try to be a legal resource in my 
local church when needed. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

14. Name  Karen Chevalier 

  

Church  St. Matthew's UMC 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and ministry is  

My passion for mission and ministry is focused on caring for the least of us whether that be caring for our neighbors 
here in Annandale that are food and housing insecure or those that feel alienated from the church and Christ because 
they have been marginalized due to their race, sexual identity or other circumstances. I believe in bringing people to 
Christ through our caring and our actions. I believe that the local church should be a force for good in the community, 
that it should be known as an open and accepting community. I also believe in our connection as United Methodists 
and I pray that it can be sustained by growing and changing. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

My prayer is that the UMC returns to its roots in social justice. That 
the church becomes inclusive to all in all ways including ordination 
and marriage. I pray that it will be an activist church, unafraid to take 
bold stands as Christ did on earth. I pray that it will follow the great 
commandment without exception. Finally I pray that the US church 
will be part of the racial healing and the recognition of systemic 
racism within this country. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

Past - Youth Council Chair (2 years), Stewardship Chair (4 years), Choir 
Mom (10 years), ASP volunteer 
 
Present - Lay Leader (4 Years), Church Council, SPRC, NLI Vision 
Alignment Team, leader of the Reconciling Community within St. 
Matthew's, leader of the Way Forward small group discussing racial 
equality and inclusion within our local church and the larger 
denomination. My fellow lay leader and I have been the leaders in 
moving St. Matthew's forward during this uncertain time in our 
denomination. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

15. Name  Nicholas Coletto 

  

Church  Rishig Hope United Methodist Mission Church 

  

Ethnicity  Other 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and 
ministry is  

I am dedicated to help my church community follow the mandate of Matthew 
25both now during the time of COVID and into the future. I have been the Adult 
Sunday School teacher as well as leading a number of ongoing studies at 
Wednesday Night Bible Study. As long as I am able I will continue to help in a 
leadership and administrative role as well as my role leading discussions of 
scripture. 

My prayer for the United Methodist 
Church is  

May God keep us marching on together as a church that accepts all people. 
May He make an example to other Faith Communities and may we all continue 
to serve the least, the lost, the lonely and the left out. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include any positions in the local church, District or Conference and indicate 
past or present.  

I am a retired educational professional originally from New York City. I have been active in my Faith Community and 
social community my entire life. I have served in leadership positions in a number of Faith Communities, Vol. Fire 
Department, Social Clubs, Counseling Organizations and educational institutions. I joined Rising Hope in 2015 and have 
served and continue to serve on the Ministry Committee, Leadership Committee, Grant Committee, Administrative 
Board, SPRC, Finance Committee. I am the Adult Sunday School Teacher as well as Bible Study Leader. I Chair the 
Reconciliation Ministries Committee. I have been a Delegate-at -large representing the Alexandria District to the Virginia 
General Conference in 2019 and 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

16. Name  Marlene Dakita 

  

Church  Lincolnia 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and ministry is  passing on resources for mission and ministry to other leaders and 
those interested in particular concerns, and encouraging them to use 
those resources. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

to see ALL the people so as to fully live out open hearts, open minds, 
and open doors. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

Currently continuing on Lincolnia UMC Board of Trustees (chairman) 
and Conference UMW Mission Coordinator of Membership Nurture 
and Outreach. Previously District UMW Secretary for Program 
Resources, Social Action Mission Coordinator, Temple Sub-District 
Coordinator. Previously, Lincolnia UMC years of various leadership 
positions in the church and the United Methodist Women. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

17. Name  Patricia Dodson 

  

Church  St. Thomas UMC 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and ministry is  My passion for Mission and Ministry is Teaching & Administration. I 
strive to live into the St. Thomas UMC Mission Statement: We exist to 
reach, nourish and serve the community so all may experience healing 
and new life through Jesus Christ. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is that we glorify God in all 
we do. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

Local Church Positions: Chair Church Council, Nominations, Adult 
Sunday School Leader, UMW Exec. Comm., Teller, Editor Church 
Newsletter, Weekly Office volunteer, Food Pantry weekly pick-up 
Former Positions: UMW President, Vice Chair Church Council, 
Trustees, Lay Delegate Annual Conference, Small Group Leader. 
District: Lay Delegate Annual Conference 2017, 2018, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

18. Name  Deirdre Dorsey 

  

Church  Cokesbury United Methodist 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and 
ministry is  

My passion is serving all of God's children/people within my church and 
community neighborhoods to fulfill God's mission in the world; to share God's 
gifts of unconditional love, grace, mercy, faith and salvation. Actively minister 
through Missions & Outreach programs and United Methodist Women to 
support acts of mercy and social/racial justice; to help the needy with food, 
clothing, school and health care supplies and education. 

My prayer for the United Methodist 
Church is  

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is to 'Love your neighbor as 
yourself.' 
Mark 12:31 
 
To promote Christ-like Discipleship with love and compassion for all! 
 
To build up the Body of Christ through the teachings of the Bible. 
  

Please provide a brief biography. Include any positions in the local church, District or Conference and indicate 
past or present.  

Present Local: Neighborhood Seminary 2nd year student, Certified Lay Servant, Liturgist, Chair/Missions & Outreach 
Cokesbury UMC, Alexandria District Executive UMW Chair/ Nominations Committee, CUMC Meals Coordinator-The 
Lord's Table, CUMC United Methodist Women Secretary, Volunteer Rising Hope UMC Empowerment Center and Capital 
One Food Bank/Salvation Army, Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child participant 
 
Past Local: Staff Parish Relations Committee (4 years), Church Administrative Council, Disciple Bible Study, Bi-District 
Training Day(s), CUMC Greeter/Usher, Tenwek Hospital, Kenya Mission Trip 1978, Red Bird Mission Trip 2009, shift team 
2015, Walk to Emmaus 2016, Alternate District Delegate to Annual Conference 2019 
 
Professional: Graduate of Methodist Hospital School of Nursing (RN), Thomas Jefferson University Allied Health 
Sciences (BSN) and George Mason University (MSN-Nursing Education). Provided direct patient care in 
medical/surgical hospitals, Uniformed Services Clinics and Fairfax County Health Department Clinics, Clinic Nurse 
Preceptor and provided preventative health care education/services. 

 

 



 

19. Name  Robert Dumont 

  

Church  Christ Church 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and ministry is  My passion is to be in service to others. I am a trained Stephen 
Minister and have developed one-on-one Christian care relationships 
with men of my congregation, going through tough times. My wife and 
I serve in and financially support the food pantry ministry of the Rising 
Hope United Methodist Mission church and are active planners and 
participants in the Christ Church "Together We Rise Against Hunger" 
campaigns. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is for unity and for unity of 
purpose to love God, love others, and live out the Gospel life. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

I am retired after almost 40 years of government service in the United 
States Air Force (25.5 years) and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (14 years). I am currently a member of 
the Christ Church Council and chair of the Board of Trustees. I have 
been a member of Christ Church for 28 years, and, in the past, have 
served as chair of the Finance Committee and chair of the 
Staff/Pastor-Parish Relations. I am an active member of our Men's 
Ministry and actively participate in small group Bible studies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

20. Name  Benjamin Feliciano 

  

Church  Woodlawn-Faith 

  

Ethnicity  Hispanic/Latino/Hispanic-American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and ministry is  Ministering those that our society has forgotten... 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

That we can pray for a heart and the bravery of a lion so we can be 
courageous and pray dangerous prayers. Prayers for the weak, the 
marginalized, the forgotten and disenfranchised and that our worship 
moves from power prayers to a powerful worship of actions. More 
Prayer and worship so we speak up where there is injustice and 
abuse. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

I am new to the leadership role at Woodlawn-Faith. I am executing the 
role of SPPRC secretary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

21. Name  George Gero 

  

Church  Bethel UMC, Woodbridge, Va 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and ministry is  Trying to eliminate hunger from local families, show them the love of 
the Lord, bring more younger families into our churches 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

They will truly believe in their former motto Open Church, Open Minds 
and Open Hearts. We are ALL God's children. Different is necessarily 
bad 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

Past head of staff/parish, past head of admin council, member of 
nomination committee, active in Emmaus/Chrysalis for area and for 
our church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

22. Name  Stephen Heller 

  

Church  Cranford 

  

Ethnicity  Other 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and ministry is  to the local community. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

that we stay together as one, by following our promise of: Open 
hearts. Open minds. Open doors. For all God's people. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

I was baptized and grew up in the Methodist Church. In my previous 
church in New Jersey, I was a member of the PPR committee and 
alternated as Chair of the Administrative council and Trustees. For the 
last 16 years I have been treasurer of Cranford UMC in Lorton. For the 
last 2 or 3 years I was an Alexandria District at-large delegate to 
annual conference. For the last 15 years I have attended the Virginia 
Annual Conference along side my wife who is Lay Leader and delegate 
to annual conference from Cranford. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

23. Name  Kim Johnson 

  

Church  Haymarket Church 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and 
ministry is  

My passion as a communicator is to help churches communicate clearly with 
their congregations and communities. I love getting to help churches improve 
communication. 
 
My passion as a youth leader is to see students navigate the world through a 
lens of faith and to encourage community among teenagers. 

My prayer for the United Methodist 
Church is  

My prayer for the UMC is that we will make it through what is now so that we 
can get to what is next. There is so much beautiful work to do. So many 
disciples to make. So much future ahead. I pray that we can find our way 
forward, hopefully in some way together, and continue to fully focus on sharing 
the awesome story of Jesus with ALL of those in our communities. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include any positions in the local church, District or Conference and indicate 
past or present.  

I am a lifelong United Methodist, passionate about helping churches reach their communities, make disciples, and 
reach the next generation. I currently serve as Communications Coordinator for the Arlington and Alexandria Districts, 
previously served at the Center for Congregational Excellence (5 Talent Academy and Church Development Team), and 
have taught classes and consulted with churches across the conference. I have a Master’s Degree in Christian 
Education (focused on youth and digital ministry) from Union Presbyterian Seminary. I’ve spent 22 years in youth 
ministry, helping teenagers grow in faith. Currently, I serve as Haymarket Church’s Youth Director. I’m also wife to a 
UMC pastor and mom of two elementary school boys. 
 
I hope to use my faith, experiences, education, expertise, and deep passion for the UMC to help enable the UMC to be 
faithful to Jesus and responsive to the needs of the contemporary world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

24. Name  Steve Larkin 

  

Church  Aldersgate 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and ministry is  Helping those in financial distress due to COVID. A second interest is 
engaging the next generation of lAldersgate leaders. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is that we will emerge from 
2021 a united church welcoming all people to worship. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

In every town we have lived in, we have found a United Methodist 
Church and my wife Kathy and I have been active. I have served as Lay 
Leader, member of the Leadership Team, Finance Chair, chair of the 
capital campaign and annual commitment campaign, chair of the 
Hospitality Committee, president of the United Methodist Men, and 
assistant scout master of troop 996. Currently I am a member of a 
small group and a member of a committee helping people financial 
problems typically related to COVID. I have just finished a second tour 
as co-chair of the Capital Campaign. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

25. Name  Lorac Lawton 

  

Church  St Stephens UMC 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and ministry is  My passion is both in the areas of social justice and education. Ii 
believe education is an essential of social justice and social justice is 
the very core of who we are as United Methodists. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

My prayer is that we all learn to listen to each other and engage in 
purposeful and live filled conversations which will bring us all closer to 
Christ. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

I am a 4th generation Methodist married to a 3rd generation African 
American Methodist and we have raised two children. I am currently 
chair of the church and society committee at SSUMC, on line Sunday 
school teacher, and youth coach. In my other life I am a teacher of the 
deaf with FCPS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



26. Name  Jim McCray 

  

Church  Old Bridge 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and ministry is  I strongly believe in the Great Commission and have continued to 
support our church’s awesome mission program. I financially support 
our missionary in Mexico. I continue to participate in our local mission 
projects. I am the church’s Alpha administrator. Our last program had 
30 participants. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

That Holy Spirit will guide the church during this season of covid. 
Helping us to reach out with online media to those who are lost and 
need Christ. Be with us as we cautiously move back into our church 
for Sunday services. I pray for the Methodist Church worldwide as it 
moves forward on the future. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

Past 
Chair, Board of Ministries 
Treasurer 
Executive Director 
Current: 
District Finance Committee member 
Alpha Coordinator 
Co-director Camp Rainbow Connection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



27. Name  MICHAEL OBENG 

  

Church  COKESBURY 

  

Ethnicity  African/African American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and 
ministry is  

Pray, Strive and Love the Lord God "with all you heart, soul, mind & strength". 

My prayer for the United Methodist 
Church is  

To understand and appreciate the true meaning of "OPEN HEARTS, OPEN 
MINDS AND OPEN DOORS" 

Please provide a brief biography. Include any positions in the local church, District or Conference and indicate 
past or present.  

Have been a UMC member since immigrating to the USA in 1996. Formally in my country as a local preacher and a 
President of the Mens Fellowship. A Civil Engineer by profession. Worked as a Storm Water Inspection Supervisor with 
Prince William County Government for 14 years. Retired in 2019 
A certified Lay Speaker 
Church Council Member 
Delegate to Annual Conference for 17 years 
District Delegate to VAC twice 
Secretary to the Mens Fellowship 
Prayer Team Member 
Caring Ministry 
Trustees Member 
Shared my faith Ministry with others 
Took Preaching Appointments in other local Churches 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



28. Name  Ashley Parker 

  

Church  Trinity UMC 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and 
ministry is  

My passion for the church is rooted in my personal relationship with God and in 
the example for living set forth by Jesus Christ. The example that He set in 
living His human life inspires the way that I want to live my life - as one fighting 
for social justice, inclusivity, and love for all. I know the church to be a place 
that provides these things, and I want to bring that version of the church to all 
of God's people. 

My prayer for the United Methodist 
Church is  

I pray that the UMC continue to be a place people can call Home and 
Community. I pray that the church welcome and affirm all of God's children. I 
pray that the church continue to be the hands and feet of God. The UMC is 
uniquely invested in social justice, and I give thanks for that and I pray for all of 
its members that we continue to work toward God's Kin-dom. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include any positions in the local church, District or Conference and indicate 
past or present.  

I am a lifelong member of the UMC (4th generation Methodist). I grew up in the church, learning, serving, growing, and 
finding community. I was an acolyte as a child, and the president of my youth group as a teen I was on part time staff at 
a local church for 7 years, as the Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries. I currently serve on the Missions 
Committee and in the committee dedicated to social justice (specifically related to LGBTQIA+ inclusion and racial 
justice) at my local church. And in 2020 I served as a district delegate to Annual Conference for the first time. I am 
honored to have been elected to represent my fellow Methodists in Alexandria, and hope to continue to serve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



29. Name  Sally Saunders 

  

Church  Woodlawn Faith UMC 

  

Ethnicity  African/African American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and ministry is  Praise & Worship and Christian Education sharing the love of Jesus 
Christ through song and studying God’s word. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

We become more United as a church and work to grow the kingdom 
by being more inclusive. Being representative of God by the love we 
show. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

Past VP Administrative Council 
Present SPRC Member 
Present Choir Director 
Present Prayer Line Facilitator 
Present Sunday School Teacher 
Delegate to Annual Conference for 15+ years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



30. Name  Gail Sztanko 

  

Church  St. Paul UMC 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and ministry is  I believe "being Christ to the world" is the most important thing a 
person who calls herself a Christian can do. John Wesley said it best, " 
WE should do all the good we can..." 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

...to be loving, compassionate, inclusive believers who try every day in 
every way to emulate Jesus. I want our denomination to live up to its 
motto: Open Minds, Open Hearts, and Open Doors. I pray all Methodist 
will not only call themselves "a child of God," but recognize and 
proclaim that we are all children of God. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

Currently I am a Sunday teacher, a member of a UMW fellowship, and 
coordinator of a weekly outreach ministry that provides a meal for the 
homeless in the northeastern part of Prince William County. On the 
conference level I serve on the Conference Legislative Network. 
Previously I served eight years on the Conference Board of Church and 
Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



31. Name  Anna Tate 

  

Church  Warrenton United Methodist Church 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Youth (7th-12th grade) 

My passion for mission and ministry is  My passion is helping out with my church and doing everything I can 
to help my church do well during this pandemic, and hopefully after. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

My prayer is that this pandemic will be over soon and that God will be 
with all of the people in charge so that we can get back to worship as 
safely as possible. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

My name is Anna Tate, I am the daughter of the pastor at Warrenton 
United Methodist Church in the Alexandria District. I have always been 
involved with the church, from acolyte, to greeter, to scripture reader, 
to working the tech booth during covid. I have been to the Virginia 
Annual Conference twice before. In both 2019 and 2020, and I hope 
that I will be able to come again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



32. Name  Nellie Thorpe 

  

Church  New Life@St Andrews 

  

Ethnicity  African/African American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and ministry is  Is to continue to serve God in truth . Reach out to the people in my 
community and continue to spread the word to them and eventually 
bring them to the house of the Lord. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is for us to grow in christ. 
Leave a Godly life..Love one another as children of GOD. Give open 
arms to all. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

President of the United Methodist women group, In charge of 
hospitality and women's group co ordinator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



33. Name  Gary West 

  

Church  St. Paul 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and ministry is  to make bring people to Christ by being a witness to all I meet in my 
community. I love inviting people to church so that they can know the 
love and fellowship that I have found. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

That we can come together as one church body and be a more 
inclusive church. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

I am a life long Methodist/United Methodist and have been involved in 
the life of the church since a young man. In the past I have held many 
offices including offices in UMM, trustees, finance committee, 
stewardship committee. I have always sung in the choir and continue 
to be an active choir member and Seekers Sunday School class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



34. Name  Nancy West 

  

Church  St. Paul 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and 
ministry is  

That we can all come together in a loving relationship exhibiting the love of God 
and Christ in our communities and churches. My passion is working with 
children and youth which I have missed so much during our time of isolation 
due to the pandemic. 

My prayer for the United Methodist 
Church is  

That we can continue to be a church both outside and inside the walls of a 
building. I pray that when this pandemic has passed, we can return as the body 
of Christ more robust than ever before. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include any positions in the local church, District or Conference and indicate 
past or present.  

I have been active in the Methodist Church/United Methodist Church all my life starting as a child in children's choir and 
youth delegate to district conferences in WV. As an adult I have served as Alexandria District UMW Spiritual Growth 
Coordinator, Vice-President and District President. I also served several years as Woodbridge UMW Sub-District Leader. 
At the conference level of UMW, I have served on the spiritual growth committee and presently serve on the conference 
UMW committee on nominations. At the local church level, I have served as COM chairman, chairman of worship 
committee and mission committee, directed children's choir and am acolyte coordinator. At the Alexandria District level, 
I am presently on the District Trustees, the Committee on the Superintentency and the Cemetery committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



35. Name  Rosanne Williamson 

  

Church  Bethel UMC Warrenton 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and ministry is  I am a teacher at heart and love Bible study and children's ministry. I 
believe that nurturing children and new believers as our congregations 
is aging are essential to the continuing ministry of the UMC. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

I pray that we can navigate with the guidance of the Holy Spirit the 
divisions in our local churches, our denomination, our county and 
world. I pray that we will be brought together again in unity and love. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

I am life-long Christian, having held most laity positions including 
teacher, youth leader, SPRC member, lay leader, and mission 
committee chair. I am a district delegate this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



36. Name  Jane Wilson 

  

Church  Burke UMC 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and 
ministry is  

My passion has been in areas of missions, outreach, and social justice, 
particularly in educating people about the issues faced by our neighbors both 
locally and internationally. 

My prayer for the United Methodist 
Church is  

I pray that the UMC finds a way to navigate through the differences in our 
denomination and in our world to be an instrument of reconciliation, peace, and 
justice as we make disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include any positions in the local church, District or Conference and indicate 
past or present.  

Over the past 40 years, I have been a member of 4 different United Methodist churches across the country. In each one, 
I held leadership positions that used the gifts I had to offer at that point in my faith journey and that could be balanced 
with family and career. I am currently the Outreach Director for Burke UMC. Our foci have been on feeding the hungry 
and dealing with other ramifications of poverty both here and abroad and in supporting the international programs of 
the Virginia Conference, particularly in Cambodia. I feel my exposure to Methodism in other parts of the country and my 
varied leadership experience has broadened my perspective and I could be an asset to the Conference. I am an alternate 
delegate on the Virginia General Conference team as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



37. Name  Jennifer Woolard 

  

Church  Grace United Methodist Church, Manassas 

  

Ethnicity  Euro-American 

Age  Adult 36 - 65 

My passion for mission and ministry is  

My passion for mission and ministry is 
two-fold: helping to organize and lead worship, and improving the church's capacity to engage effectively with members 
and the community at large. Much of my recent contribution to Grace church has been internal to the congregation 
through serving as lay leader, among other roles. I'm also interested in helping ministry areas and small groups become 
more effective through leadership development and planning. As a lay leader and a community psychologist by training, 
I plan to integrate my spiritual and professional skills in service to others by participating in the upcoming 
Neighborhood Seminary Program. I'm interested in learning more and doing more to promote social justice in my 
community. Participating as a delegate to Virginia Annual Conference will be a new and interesting way to learn and 
serve. 

My prayer for the United Methodist 
Church is  

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is that we continue to make 
disciples for Jesus Christ by identifying the holiness in each person, standing 
up for the marginalized and underrepresented in our own church and in the 
wider community, and discerning our way forward on potentially divisive social 
issues. I pray that the UMC remains faithfully and constructively engaged in 
societal dialogues and actions for justice and peace. 

Please provide a brief biography. Include any positions in the local church, District or Conference and indicate 
past or present.  

I am married to William Jarvis, a judge in the General District Court of Prince William County, and am the proud parent of 
Nate Jarvis, a junior at Georgetown University, and Lucy Jarvis, a freshman at Old Dominion University. Our family 
joined Grace UMC in Manassas in the fall of 2002, shortly after moving to the area from Florida. My present roles at 
Grace UMC include serving as one of the Lay Leaders and a member of the Next Level Innovations team, ringing in the 
Parrish Bells choir, and volunteering in the A/V Team booth. In the past I have served in a variety of roles at Grace 
including Worship Committee Chair, Staff/Parish Committee member, Grace Vision Project member (strategic planning 
committee), Children's group leader, Sunday school class leader, and Steven Minister. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

38. Name  Emmett Wright 

  

Church  Saint Paul UM 

  

Ethnicity  African/African American 

Age  Older Adult 65 & above 

My passion for mission and ministry is  Evangelism 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church 
is  

United in Love 

Please provide a brief biography. Include 
any positions in the local church, District or 
Conference and indicate past or present.  

Present:Local Church: Lay Servant, Choir, Prayer Group, Faith Talks 
and Believers Bible study groups. 
District: At-Large Delegate VA Annual conference 
Past: Nominated as candidate for Harry Denman Evangelism Award, 
Chair Evangelism, Prayer Group Coordinator, Lay Leader, Worship 
Leader Coordinator/Trainer, Red Bird Mission Team, Connect Card 
Coordinator, Sec'y SPRC, UMM Sec'y, UMM Treasurer 

 


