
 

 
POTENTIAL AT-LARGE DELEGATES TO THE 2021 VA ANNUAL CONFERENCE  

 
 
1. BARCIA, EVA (Community of Faith UMC)  

Ministry/mission passion is: Anything to help a fellow human being. 
LGBTQ plus rights. 
 
Currently living out my passion: by presently during these 
unprecedented times, I am helping children in learning pods under 
pandemic precautions, with their virtual learning.  
 
I have served in my church: Chairperson of the Missions Team for 6 
years, Member of the church Reconciling team. Virginia Conference at-
large member for 1 year. 
 
I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: If my vote 
makes a positive impact, then I am all in. 
 
My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: that we can be strong 
and united. 
 

2. BILLMAN, MELISSA (Herndon UMC)  
Ministry/mission passion is: Helping to make the church a welcoming 
place for all. Mission work local, regional and global. Studying the Bible 
and sharing with others. 
 
Currently living out my passion: Looking for ways to be a Good 
Samaritan; Prayers, presence, gifts, and service 
 
I have served my church: Teacher, Trustee Chair Stephen Minister, 
Council, SPRC, Faithful member; Missions - local/US/global, UMW 
 
I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: I am 
interested in the overall UMC policy and procedures and want to learn 
more and assist in making them. 
 
My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: to be a welcoming 
church for all people. 

  



3. CAUFFMAN, SHIRLEY (Cherrydale UMC) 
Ministry/mission passion is: Teaching & Missions 
 
Currently living out my passion: I want to be continue to help make 
disciples for Jesus Christ. As the UMC struggles with its future, I would 
like to be part of seeing a vision for what the church can be as it reaches 
out beyond its walls to reach those on the outside who are not part of a 
faith community. During these days of the pandemic and having to stay 
home, it has been much harder to reach out and make contact with a lot 
of people, I do pray that the pandemic will soon be under control and we 
can once again meet in person and can again welcome all especially 
those who do not know what it is to be loved by Christ. 
 
I have served in my church: I have served Cherrydale as Lay Leader, 
Chair of Council on Ministries, Sunday School Superintendent, President 
of UMW, Liturgist and other positions. 
 
I was District Lay Leader for seven years, Bi-District Personnel 
Committee, Board of Missions and other positions. 
 
I was Conference Lay Leader for six years, Chair of Committee on 
Episcopacy, Chair of Personnel Committee, Bishop's Steering Team, 
Member of Common Table and other positions. Delegate to General 
Conference in 2004, 2008, 2012, 2016, 2019 and 2020. 
 
I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: I love being 
a part of all the many wonderful ministries of the Annual Conference. I 
want to be a part of the future of the church in our conference. 
 
My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: that the UMC will 
continue to welcome all persons to be a part of this great church. All 
persons are created by God and should be treated as person of sacred 
worth even though we may all be different. 
 

4. CROSS, EUGENE (Central UMC) 
My Ministry/mission is: My training as an engineer focused on how my 
skills could be used to make lives better. This has carried me throughout 
both my professional and private live. My life in the church has focused 
on organization, engagement, service and mission. Whether it is cooking 
for a pancake breakfast, serving as a trustee, working with a VIM team 
repairing hurricane damaged housing or flying medical airlift missions 
for Angel Flight my focus has always been toward making things better 
for those in need and those around me. 
 
Currently living out my passion: With other church members we 
established a ministry for the area homeless population. Our program 
focused on activities with another non-profit (Arlington Street People's 



Assistance Network, ASPAN) that would address the issues around 
homelessness. We have been a key partner in getting more than 300 
people into housing; others were connected with county services, 
established in jobs, medical treatment and other service programs. 

I have served my church: For a number of years now I have lead my 
local church in a building project that will build a new church and 
expanded preschool on our property. This expansion will provide 144 
affordable housing units in addition to a much improved facility to 
continue our mission to the community while making disciples for God's 
kingdom. 

I have served in numerous local church, district and conference 
leadership positions. These have included Lay Leader for my local church 
and the Arlington District. I currently server on numerous committees 
and boards including Virginia Conf. Trustees. 

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: I would 
pray that my experience across a wide variety of church organizations 
coupled with an expansive exposure to other cultures around the world, 
the United States and Virginia would offer a breadth to the conference. 
We are attempting to address some issues that are emotional, complex 
and divisive. It needs people with experience and judgement in dealing in 
that environment. I would want to bring that understanding to the 
Virginia Annual Conference. 

It has been a great honor to represent our broad spectrum of people in 
these agencies, boards and churches. I would hope that experience 
provides a valuable perspective going forward. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: The United Methodist 
Church will find ways that enhance the diversity of our denomination, 
that we will be able to leverage the broad range of people in our 
worldwide congregations to demonstrate how following the example set 
by Jesus to love one another, to love God and to do unto others... leads 
to peace, justice and understanding that will benefit all mankind. 

5. FAIRWEATHER, DEBRA (Mount Olivet UMC) 
Ministry/Mission passion is: Civil rights, women's rights and LGBTQ 
rights  
 
Currently living out my passion: I am currently living out my passion 
for ministry/mission by serving as President of Mount Olivet UMW and 
taking part in UMW studies on race and the ending the school to prison 
pipeline. 



I have served my church: President, United Methodist Women; 
Liturgist; Past Chair, Church Council; Past Chair, Staff-Parish Relations 
Committee; Adult Sunday School and Disciple Bible Study Teacher. 

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: I think 
more women should be involved in church matters.  

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: The acceptance of all 
persons into the life of the church. 

6. FEENEY, THOMAS (Vale UMC) 
Ministry/mission passion is: making my church work well. 

 
Currently living out my passion: by working within my church to keep 
it strong and healthy; engaging in mission activities both in our local 
communities and abroad. 
 
I have served my church: Chair of the Church Council, Lay Leader, 
Chair of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, Co-chair of the Missions 
Committee, a Trustee, member of the finance committee, and our 
Guatemala mission team. 
 
District: Associate Lay Leader, member of the Leadership team, and 
member of the Committee on the Superintendency 
 
I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: I hope that 
it will be a time of recovery, healing and moving forward. 
 
My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: that we remember the 
principles that bind us together as Christians under God. That we 
remember to see and grow God's grace in every person. That we act in 
accordance with Jesus' two commands. 
 

7. GODFREY, HANNAH (Mount Olivet UMC) 
Ministry/mission passion is: I am passionate about meeting people 
where they are and caring for them in their most difficult, vulnerable 
times. 
 
Currently living out my passion: by currently working as the youth 
director at Community of Faith UMC in Herndon. Previously I was the 
youth director at Mount Olivet. I am pursuing a Masters of Divinity at 
Wesley Theological Seminary and feel a call to chaplaincy and caring for 
people in their final stage of life. 
I have served my church: Youth director; Sunday School teacher; 
Mission work 
 



I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: I 
understand the complexities of church polity and want to help the 
church move forward in a peaceful, grace-filled way. 
 
My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: I pray we continue to 
help lead people to Christ and help our people to continue to live faith-
filled lives transformed by the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 

8. HETTMANN, DANIELLE (Floris UMC) 
Ministry/mission passion is: working with young people and making 
the church a place where all people are welcome. 
 
Currently living out my passion: by leading a small group during this 
time of physical distancing that is connecting an intergenerational group 
of people through scripture and the songs of Hamilton. 
 
I have served my church: Youth Group Volunteer, Retreat Leader, 
Confirmation Mentor, Confirmation Small Group Leader, Adult Small 
Group Leader, GRACE Ministries Volunteer 
 
I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: we again 
find ourselves at a pivotal point of change in the conference and 
denomination. I feel it is important to bring a young adult perspective to 
the conversation. 
 
My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: that all would be 
welcome. I long for a day when we no longer have to define what it means 
to be a welcoming church because each individual will know that they 
are wanted and welcome. 
 

9. HOLMES, AMANDA LYNN (Mount Olivet UMC) 
Ministry/mission passion is: My ministry/mission passion is faith-
based non-profit community organizing and advocacy. I want to empower 
people to be able to use their voices and stories to let their faith motivate 
them to work on behalf of social justice, ensuring that we are working 
the idea of both/and in living out our faith. We are both offering 
ministries of mercy and charity and working to address the systemic 
issues causing social injustice and harm. 
 
Currently living out my passion: I am currently living out my passion 
for ministry and mission by attending seminary at Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary. I am a full-time student in my second year 
pursuing my M.Div. and focusing my work on practical theology in public 
ministry. This study will prepare me to pursue ordination in the UMC as 
a deacon and I am currently a certified candidate. I love being in this 
unique position because I feel like I get to build a bridge between clergy 



and laity. I have seen just how important both distinctions and groups of 
people are to our church and how we would not be complete without 
everyone working together for the greater good. In being a student, I am 
using my field education experience to learn more about faith-based 
nonprofits and will be spending this school year as a virtual intern with 
the General Board of Church and Society. 

I have served my church: While I am currently only able to be engaged 
from a distance, because we are a virtual community now I have been 
able to participate in worship as a liturgist and most recently delivered 
my first sermon to my home church community. While living in 
Arlington, I served in a variety of roles within the church, including 
youth leader, liturgist, volunteering on Community Assistance weekends, 
and serving on various committees, including our creation care and 
witness and welcoming committees. I am always happy to be of service to 
my church community however, I am able to. I have also guest preached 
at Arlington Temple UMC. 

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: I value the 
experience of coming together in connection, even if virtually, and 
ensuring that all voices are being heard, not just the loudest or most 
powerful ones. I look forward to connecting with both clergy and laity 
across the conference and reuniting with those I may not see very 
frequently. I have been so honored to serve as a delegate for several years 
and would appreciate the honor of continuing to be your delegate from 
the district. I will do my best to vote in such a way that the priorities of 
the district are upheld while constantly working to better the church that 
we love. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: that we take time to 
remember our baptismal vows and that everything we do must come 
from a foundation of love. It is important to remember that when we 
think we are just talking about "issues," whatever that issue may be, that 
each issue has human lives and stories attached to it. It is so much more 
than numbers and I pray that we can learn to make time to listen to the 
stories and to seek out the stories that are not being told by learning to 
recognize who is not at the table. 

10. HUBER, CYNTHIA (Mount Olivet UMC) 
Ministry/mission passion is: My two ministry passions are 
mission/outreach and adult discipleship. Mission and outreach are what 
brought me to Methodism and Mount Olivet UMC. I was looking to return 
to church and wanted a church home that is passionate about mission 
in the local community and the wider world, sharing our resources and 
god's love. The other ministry passion I have is adult discipleship. As I 
have moved along on my own faith journey, my time spent in small group 



studies has been crucial. Reading a variety of Scripture, books, and 
articles has been challenging and stimulating. The discussions, soul-
searching and fellowship have enriched my spiritual life and life as a 
whole. 
 
Currently living out my passion: I am currently teaching English 
through ESLIM. Mount Olivet has a longstanding partnership with First 
Presbyterian Church to teach English to the immigrant community. It is 
incredibly rewarding to work with these adults. This semester has been 
especially challenging as we moved to teaching via Zoom. 

I am also a member of our Adult Council. I believe that working with the 
adult council creates ways for other adults to have transformational 
experiences and further her/his/their spiritual journeys. 

I have served my church: I have been blessed to serve in many ways at 
Mount Olivet. My first entry into service was as a member and then the 
Chair of Outreach. I have been involved with our Community Assistance 
ministry serving our low-income Northern Virginia neighbors. I was Vice 
Chair and then Chair of the Church Council. I have served as a Lay 
Leader and participated on SPRC. I currently am the chair of our Healthy 
Church Team. I have been involved with our Sharing God's Grace group 
that is working on ways to make Mount Olivet more inclusive and 
welcoming. Beyond specific positions, I have participated in mission trips 
to Czech Republic and El Salvador, as well as local mission activities and 
have been active in ESLIM. I also was the lay mentor for a ministry 
candidate. 

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: It is 
important to participate in the life of the church, including at the 
Conference level. I bring strong listening, communication and analytical 
skills that are critical as the Conference considers the various issues that 
it will have on its plate. By the time of the 2021 Annual Conference, the 
General Conference will have taken action regarding the future of the 
UMC. I am especially interested in how we will navigate the future. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: My prayer is that we 
share god's love by learning to embrace our diversity, respecting our 
differences, fighting for justice for the marginalized and oppressed, and 
loving our neighbors -- all of them. 

11. HUDSON, BETSY (Arcola UMC)  
My ministry/mission passion is: my passion is guiding others as they 
develop a vital relationship with God, growing in their faith and becoming 
involved in God's work. I find it energizing and encouraging to witness 
God's work in individual lives and in our congregation. 



 
Currently living out my passion: by I currently serve as the Minister of 
Grow at Arcola UMC, working with teams to provide discipleship growth 
and connecting opportunities for children, youth and adults. In May I 
completed seminary at Wesley and am pursuing ordination. 

I have served my church: I have served in my current capacity for 
almost seven years, working with teams to plan and execute 
opportunities for individuals to learn and grow. I lead small groups, 
retreats, and church-wide gatherings that encourage connection as well 
as discipleship. Whenever possible I enjoy participating in diverse 
ministries such as outreach, music, and congregational care that allow 
me to connect more deeply with our members and attenders, and serve 
our greater community.  

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: the concept 
of conference is so deeply Wesleyan, to come together with other believers 
for a time of renewal, fellowship, and the necessary decision making 
processes. We still have important work to do, an important challenge is 
still unresolved and must be addressed. 

In addition, each year we experience large-scale corporate worship, 
learning and serving activities, and fellowship with friends we see all too 
seldom. We have missed that this year. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: to experience a season 
of revival and revitalization, as we navigate divisions and this current 
time of isolation and uncertainty. While it is challenging to see 
separation, sometimes this is necessary for transformation and growth, 
to live the new purpose God intends. Revival begins in each heart, as we 
listen for where God is calling us, to shed stagnant ideas and practices 
and spread reckless love through a community and the world. May the 
Spirit breathe on us and spur on us to renewed faith and action. 

12. LEE, JENNIFER (Korean UMC of Greater Washington) 
My ministry/mission passion is: My ministry passion is in the 
children's ministry. I believe the younger you are exposed to Jesus, the 
more faithful disciple you would be. The younger the better. 
 
Currently living out my passion: I am serving as the principal for the 
KingdomKids Children's ministry now. 

I have served my church: I am currently the church BoT chair and also 
serving as the principal of the Children's Ministry. I have served as the 
chair of the Music Ministry as well as a member in various committees. I 
went on several mission trips to Mexico and provide financial support to 
missionaries. 



I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: I want to 
represent the voice of the Korean American UMC members and bring 
messages back to the congregations on the VA Conference vision and 
future. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: We need to find ways 
to be united in Christ. We need to get back to the basics of the Gospel 
and focus on Jesus and making disciples. That is my prayer for the 
UMC. 

13. MALLOY, ALISON (Floris UMC) 
My ministry/mission passion is: seeking to find a place where all of 
God’s people might participate fully in the life and ministry of the 
church. 
 
Currently living out my passion: Serving on church council, 
Facilitating chat for our virtual services; Leading a small group; young 
adult ministries student ministries; guest house, meal packing 
 
General Conference delegate (2016, 2019, 2020) 

I have served my church: Small group leader, church council, young 
adult ministries, student ministries, guest house, meal packing 

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: I know the 
importance of Holy Conferencing and the ways it enables ministry to 
happen at the local level. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: that we might find a 
way in which all children of God might be able to participate fully in the 
life and ministry of the church. 

14. MOHR, PHILLIP Centreville UMC) 
My ministry/mission passion is: I serve Centreville UMC as Director of 
Missions and Communications. The missions role reflects my passion for 
ministry with the poor (and in particular immigrant communities), The 
communication role reflects my gifting in church administration, 
outreach and congregational care. I served as a youth director for many 
years, and I continue to have a passion for youth ministry. 
 

Currently living out my passion: COVID-19 has greatly expanded our 
feeding ministries by approximately four-fold, so every day has been an 
opportunity to live out my passion for missions. Similarly, COVID has 
pushed us into many new expressions of communications ministry as 
well, with livestream worship coming online, and internet and email 
communications becoming a primary means of reaching our 



congregation and community. This has created opportunities for me to 
learn and grow, while sharing my gifts and passions.  

I have served my church: I have worked in local congregations for 20 
years as youth director, administrator, director of ministries, director of 
missions and director of communications. 

I currently serve as Jurisdictional Conference representative for the 
Virginia Conference. I am working toward ordination as a Deacon in the 
Virginia Conference. I have led and participated in approximately 25 
mission trips and early response team deployments. I love my local 
church, my Virginia Conference, and my Methodist Church. 

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: I have 
attended multiple times, and I feel it is both a duty and a privilege to 
contribute to the broader Methodist connection in this way. As a 
seminary student and candidate for the order of Deacon, it is important 
for me to participate in Annual Conference. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: Unity, if it is still 
possible. If that is no longer possible, I pray for clarity for all sides, and 
new opportunities to move forward as two or more denominations. In 
short, it is time to create spaces where all feel they have a home, whether 
conservative, liberal or moderate. My prayer is that we can do this 
together, but I am open to new expressions of church as well. 

15. ORVIS, TERRI (Community of Faith UMC) 
My ministry/mission passion is: My passion is reaching out to help 
others. I have been a Sunday School/VBS teacher, worked with the 
homeless, participated in our food pantry, helped rebuild after Hurricane 
Katrina and participated in mission trips to build schools in Guatemala. 
 
Currently living out my passion: I am an elementary librarian at a Title 
I school in Reston. During this COVID crisis I have helped distribute food 
and books to our student population. We provide an opportunity for 
students to pick up free books at school and have recently coordinated 
with our transportation office to take books to 3 of our low income 
housing areas. Our goal is to provide free food and books for our neediest 
school population. 

I have served my church: I have been regularly attending Community of 
Faith for about 12 years. I have taught in VBS, served on the Mission 
and Worship committees, participated in the food pantry program by 
picking up food from area restaurants and the Scouting for Food 
delivery. I have participated in Sunday School and Bible Studies. 



I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: During this 
COVID crisis, I have begun to see my faith in a deeper more meaningful 
way. I am a cradle Methodist and my faith has gotten me through some 
pretty tough times. I have learned over the last few months that the faith 
I rely on daily and sometimes it feels like hourly is actually my faith in 
action. Participating in the annual conference is part of living out my 
faith. I was a first time delegate this past year, VA Annual Conference 
2020. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: Unity. Christ did not 
come to pick and choose who was worthy of His love. He came to provide 
ALL of us the opportunity to accept His saving grace and be welcomed 
into His family. That is my prayer for the UMC. 

16. Philpot, Frank (Centreville UMC) 
My ministry/mission passion is: Hunger (food shortage) and social 
justice. 
 
Currently living out my passion: Contributing to food mission projects 
and participating as an active delegate to Annual conference. 

I have served my church: Staff, parish relations committee (4 years). 
Delegate to Annual Conference (5 years) 

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: In some 
instances -- in some years -- the Virginia Annual conference has 
provided an opportunity to steer the Church in the directions I consider 
important. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: That the Church have 
the courage of its convictions and not fear involvement in secular issues. 

17. RILEY, ELVA (Friendship UMC)  
My ministry/mission passion is: Being as good a person as I know 
how, in a way that Jesus wants us to do. 
 
Currently living out my passion: Attending church even though we 
can't meet in person. We support the food banks. 

I have served my church: Attendance, financially, choir, committees 

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: I was asked 
to be a delegate-at-large. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: Reopen for worship 
services 

18. RINGENBACH, TODD (Centreville UMC) 
My ministry/mission passion is: Spreading the word via a joyful noise. 



 
Currently living out my passion: Playing drums in 2 different churches 
praise bands. 

I have served in my church: Clergy Spouse – 13 yrs 

Member - Centreville UMC (4 months), Charles Wesley UMC (2 yrs), 
Beulah UMC (2 yrs), Springfield UMC (3 yrs), Burke UMC (13 yrs), Christ 
UMC (4 yrs) 

Praise Band drummer - Centreville UMC (4 months), Christ Crossman 
UMC (4+ yrs), Springfield UMC (3 yrs), Burke UMC (6 yrs) 

Lay Leader (Contemporary Service) - Burke UMC (5 yrs) 

Admin Council - Burke UMC (5 yrs) 

Ad Hoc Hiring Panels - Burke UMC 

Laity Delegate to VA Annual Conference - Burke UMC (4 yrs) 

At-Large Laity Delegate to VA Annual Conference (Alexandria District) - 4 
yrs 

Member, United Methodist Men - Centreville UMC (4 months), Charles 
Wesley UMC (2 yrs), Springfield UMC (3 yrs), Burke UMC (4 yrs) 

Staff Pastor Relations Committee - Burke UMC (3 yrs) 

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: it will allow 
me to provide a voice for the changes that need to occur where others 
might not be heard. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: to become the fully 
reconciling church that it claims to be, where ALL people are welcome.  

19. PROKOP, SUSAN (Clarendon UMC) 
My ministry/mission passion is: is social justice and outreach to 
marginalized communities and individuals. 
 
Currently living out my passion: by trying to support the work of my 
church in anti-racism initiatives, participate, as is feasible, in public 
faith based demonstrations of God's embrace of all children of the world. 

I have served my church: Member and chair of the Outreach 
Committee, Member of the Reconciling Ministries Network committee, 
Chair of the Stewardship Committee 

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because is: I wish to 
see the Methodist Church in Virginia continue on a path of inclusivity, 
love and progress. 



My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: that it will be a strong, 
visible, active testament to the truth of God's Word and Gospel of Jesus 
Christ alive in the world. 

20. RUNALDUE, DARLENE (Wesley UMC) 
My passion for ministry/mission is: Children and Youth ministry and 
mission ministry. I am excited for virtual faith formation and loved 
helping launch a virtual VBS here at Wesley. So much potential for the 
future and outreach for children. Youth ministry has been a long time 
favorite though this is my first formal position where youth group 
ministry is included. 
 
Currently living out my passion: Although I am new to Wesley, I 
already feel at home and love this church. I have a twenty-six year 
history in Christian Education and Mission Ministry. In youth ministry, 
we've been able to pick apples and donate them to Rising Hope, make 
45brown bags lunches--also for RHUMC, and donate clothing to Haiti all 
Covid safe! I am a long time advocate of UMW having served as a Mission 
Encounter study leader for many years, Assistant Dean and now current 
Dean for this next year. I have led and continue to stay involved in Haiti 
missions helping to stabilize a village called Source Philippe in La 
Gonave.I own a Fair Trade store in Manassas, VA called Scatter Seeds, 
named after the Parable of the Sower. God is good, all the time. My life is 
filled with joy for the Lord. 

I have served my church: As a staff member here at Wesley, I have had 
the joy and privilege of being on the Vision Operation Team writing the 
vision/mission statement for the church. I have much experience at this-
-having served under the pastoral leadership of 5 different pastors and 8 
assistant or associate pastors. Writing this document takes spiritual time 
and concentration. It is really exciting when the final product becomes 
the living and breathing compass for the church. We are now putting our 
plans for ministry areas into the scope of that statement. 

As a Next Gen Min Dir, I am responsible for the nursery through 
completion of high school. What an exciting time to be in ministry--yes, 
scary and chaotic, but great opportunities lie ahead for these ministry 
areas in virtual faith formation! Who would believe we could do a virtual 
VBS, a virtual Youth Retreat and a virtual Small Group for these age 
ranges! We are now moving into planning for Virtual Confirmation. 

I continue to listen, pray, discern and respond to God's call. Wesley UMC 
is a great church and I am very happy to be in ministry here. 

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: Believe it or 
not, I am an Annual Conference geek. I love hearing what the church is 



doing, how we are Christ in the world, and going to the display hall to 
learn more. We are a connectional church. This is our biggest 'room' of 
communication in Virginia. The joy, the worship, Bible study, mission 
and reports fill my spirit with hope. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church: My prayer is that we can 
truly continue to be the witness and presence of Christ in the world. I 
know of our struggles at General Conference and I continue to pray for 
everyone. Communication, faith and compassion are needed in this time 
of concern, confusion, and Covid. God is with us, let us live as Christ is 
within us. 

21. SECKI-SHIELDS, JENNIFER (Christ Crossman UMC) 
My passion for ministry/mission: first, to live a life that reflects the 
love and grace of Christ. Second, to live into my calling to bridge the 
divide between science and faith; counter false perceptions of conflict 
between faith and science that are driving young people away from the 
faith and the church; and bring my background in science and education 
to bear on how we talk about faith in a world shaped by science and 
information. Third, to help my church be a presence of grace, love, 
justice, inclusivity, hope, and calm in my community. 
 
Currently living out my passion: serving as the founder & director of 
Discovery & Faith, a ministry devoted to equipping pastors and churches 
so that we can help the next generation experience the harmony between 
faith and science (to address the perceived conflict that is driving young 
people from faith and church). I have served my congregation as a 
certified Lay Servant and now Certified Lay Minister (still in certification 
process). I facilitate a weekly small group and regularly serve in 
preaching, teaching, leading worship, welcome/hospitality, and our large 
special events. 

I have served my church: Small group leader, Teaching-to children and 
adults, Preaching & leading worship, Welcome/hospitality, Hosting large 
events for our community 

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: for all its 
challenges and shortcomings, I still believe in the model and the work of 
the United Methodist Church, including the crucial role the laity play in 
the vitality of the church. These are challenging times for our church and 
I consider it a sacred duty to represent the Arlington District as we 
navigate the road ahead. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: that in these troubled 
and divided times in our nation, we would model the practices of hope, 



calm, peace, and love for all persons and that, in doing so, others would 
be drawn to our light. 

22. SMITH, TYLEE S. (Wesley UMC) 
My passion for ministry/mission: Teaching & Missions 
 
Currently living out my passion: I recently changed my membership to 
a new congregation with the closing of my long-time home church. I have 
begun to participate in their learning opportunities and the one food 
drive they held during the pandemic. I look forward to seeing the paths 
God will unfold in this new environment. 

I have served my church: In my former (small) church, I headed several 
Appalachia Service Project home repair work teams; taught, at various 
times, children, youth, and adult classes; and chaired the Administrative 
Council. 

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: as it moves 
through difficult times. I am willing to go where needed & I have the 
ability to sit for long periods of time! 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: that we will discern the 
ways God will use us to make disciples for Jesus Christ. I expect that we 
be sent to new people in new ways. 

 
23. TIMM, LANE (Central UMC) 

My ministry/mission passion is: Creating an inclusive worship 
experience for both the churched and unchurched. 
 
Currently living out my passion: I am involved in our on-line worship 
experiences, both through music and other worship experiences. I have 
helped members participate in this new form of worship and have invited 
non-members to attend. I led the effort to ensure continued contact with 
all active participants (both members and non-members) when the 
pandemic started. 

I have served my church: I currently serve on the Nominations and 
Leadership Council. I am active in choir (online right now) and serving 
out homeless population weekly. I have been the treasurer and recently 
completed my tenure as the Chair, Finance Committee. I participate in 
our weekly adult bible study, and was recently selected to serve on the 
bi-district finance committee starting in January. 

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because:  I have 
attended the last several years and find that it is a wonderful opportunity 
to share thoughts and experiences and gain new insight into problems or 



issues facing my church community. I am also interested in the business 
of the church and ensuring that we are making sound decisions moving 
forward. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: To be open and 
accepting of all people who are striving to find their place in God's world. 

24. TURPIN, JAMES (Clarendon UMC) 
 My ministry/mission passion is: Reconciling. Interconnection. 
 
 Currently living out my passion: Co-Chair, Clarendon Reconciling  
 Ministries 
 
 I have served my church: Help restart Clarendon UMC Men's Group 

Chair, CUMC Strategic Plan, Co-Chair, Clarendon Reconciling Task 
Force, Member, Clarendon UMC Finance Committee, Greeter, CUMC 
8:30 Service 
 
I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: This is a 
critical time for the denomination to go forward and move away from past 
stereotypes that tie us to the past rather than the future. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: An open and 
welcoming denomination. 

25. WISE, KATHI HUGHES (Trinity UMC) 
My ministry/mission passion is: I first and foremost believe in the local 
church as the most important component of the United Methodist 
Church. In addition, I firmly believe that it is crucial to remember our 
church history and heritage. 
 

Currently living out my passion: I am a member of the Virginia 
Conference Historical Society Board of Trustees and a member of the 
William Watters Foundation, both of which have the main purpose of 
keeping our heritage and history alive. 

I have served my church: General Church: Former: 1st Alternate to 
General Conference; Delegation to Jurisdictional Conference; UM 
Communications;  

Conference: Historical Society Board of Trustees, Williams Watters 
Foundation, Fmr: Committee on Superintendency; COSROW 

Local:-former: Education; Communications; Sunday School co-
superintendent 

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: I care 
deeply about the future of the United Methodist Church - all aspects of 



the church, and want to be a part of any decisions that are made for its 
future. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: I pray for the United 
Methodist Church to remember where we started, where we are now, and 
where we are going. I pray that we will keep to our promise of Open 
Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors - keeping them all open to 
everyone. 

26. WISE, NEAL (Trinity UMC) 
My ministry/mission passion is: To see local congregations grow in 
mission and ministries. I believe the local church is the core of the 
United Methodist Church. 

Currently living out my passion: I support ministries of the Church in 
a variety of ways. In my work for Wespath (clergy pensions) “in caring for 
those who have served”; the Va UM Foundation, which provides support 
for local church ministries; or the Back to In-person Worship Work 
Group, which supports the local church in these challenging times. 

I have served in my church: General: General Board of Pensions and 
Health Benefits (Wespath); Board Life and Governance Cmte; delegate to 
SEJ Jurisdictional Conference 

Conference: Site Selection Committee, Chair; Annual Conference Meeting 
Planner; Va UM Foundation, Vice Chair; Va UM Pensions (VUMPI); Board 
of Ordained Ministry; Licensing School Design Team; Back to In-Person 
Worship Work Group 

District: Arlington DCOM, Registrar; Camp Highroad Bd of Directors; 
Finance Cmte; Fmr District Treasurer 

Local: Fmr. Trustee; Finance, Endowment, Bldg., Music Cmtes; Asst, 
Treasurer and Dist. Steward 

I want to attend the Virginia Annual Conference because: We as a 
church are strengthened by our conferencing and worshipping together. I 
value our connectional system. 

My prayer for the United Methodist Church is: I pray that we, as 
United Methodists, will continue to grow in our ministries and to live out 
our Wesleyan heritage. 

  
 
 


